
5th Grade Summer Reading Books 
 
Great Illustrated Classics: Call of the Wild - Buck is stolen from his lavish lifestyle and sold to be a 
sled dog in the treacherous winter weather of the unforgiving Yukon during a Gold Rush.  In order to 
stay alive, he must embrace his instincts to emerge as a leader in the wild. --Recommended by Mr. 
Bartholomew 
 
Bud not Buddy- After escaping from a children’s orphanage, Bud goes on an adventure to find 
his father and in doing so, learns a lot about himself. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Wonder- August Pullman, a boy with facial differences enters into a real school for the first time 
as he starts his fifth grade year. Follow August through his journey of finding friends and 
learning how to overcome his facial differences. --Recommended by Miss Kline 
 
The House on Mango Street - A series of vignettes which tell the story of Esperanza’s 
childhood in Chicago. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Amber Brown is not a Crayon - Amber Brown and Justin Daniels have been best friends since 
preschool. Now, Amber and Justin have to deal with Justin moving away. Recommended by 
Miss Brescia  
 
Bridge to Terabithia- Two fifth graders who become friends, create an imaginary land where 
they go to forget their worries and problems. --Recommended by Mr. Bartholomew 
 
Number the Stars- A young Danish girl helps to smuggle her Jewish friend to safety. 
Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone- A 10 year old boy comes to find his parents were 
killed by a powerful wizard, meaning he too is a wizard. His life is transported to Hogwarts 
where he learns who he really is. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Clue Jr. - With a common character list, the Clue Jr. team works together to solve mysteries in 
this engaging series of vignettes.  Each story comes with a solution.  Read Carefully! --Mr. 
Bartholomew 
 
A Wrinkle in Time - Meg Murry and her little brother, Charles Wallace, have been without their 
scientist father, Mr. Murry, for five years, ever since he discovered a new planet and used the 
concept known as a tesseract to travel there. Joined by Meg's classmate Calvin O'Keefe and 
guided by the three mysterious astral travelers known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who and Mrs. 
Which, the children brave a dangerous journey to a planet that possesses all of the evil in the 
universe. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Holes- Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. When he gets convicted of a crime he didn’t commit, he 
tries to dig up the truth about his family's past. --Recommended by Miss Kline 



 
Falling Up- Book of Poetry. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
My Side of the Mountain - Sam Gribley leaves his New York lifestyle to become self-sufficient 
living in the forest all alone.  --Recommended by Mr. Bartholomew 
 
Hatchet - Brian is flying to visit his father when the pilot of his bush plane dies of a heart attack. 
Brian has to crash-land the plane in a shallow wilderness lake, where he is stranded alone. After 
the plane crash, Brian must fend for himself. His only tool is a hatchet, given to him by his 
mother. --Recommended by Mr. Bartholomew 
 
Tesla’s Attic- With a plot combining science and the supernatural, four kids are caught up in a 
dangerous plan concocted by the eccentric inventor, Nikola Tesla. After their home burns down, 
fourteen-year-old Nick, his younger brother, and their father move into a ramshackle Victorian 
house they've inherited. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Flat Stanley- When Stanley Lambchop wakes up one morning, his brother, Arthur, is yelling. A 
bulletin board fell on Stanley during the night, and now he is only half an inch thick! Amazing 
things begin happening to him. Stanley gets rolled up, mailed, and flown like a kite. He even 
gets to help catch two dangerous art thieves. He may be flat, but he's a hero. Recommended by 
Miss Brescia  
 
Peter Pan by JM Barrie- Peter Pan (also known as the Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up or Peter 
and Wendy) is the story of a mischievous little boy who can fly, and his adventures on the island 
of Neverland with Wendy Darling and her brothers, the fairy Tinker Bell, the Lost Boys, the 
Indian princess Tiger Lily, and the pirate Captain Hook. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Hoot- After moving to Florida, Roy makes friends with two outcasts, as well as an enemy. They 
band together in order to stop construction of new pancake house where a colony of owls lives. 
--Recommended by Miss Kline 
 
The Tale of Despereaux- Once a thriving place of sunshine and delicious soup, the faraway 
kingdom of Dor has fallen into sadness. An accident leaves the king brokenhearted; the 
sunshine fades, and the soup disappears Into this world is born Despereaux (Matthew 
Broderick), a book-loving mouse and friend to Princess Pea (Emma Watson). When Pea is 
kidnapped, Despereaux must find a knight's brave heart within his tiny body and rescue his 
friend. Recommended by Miss Brescia  
 
Surviving the Applewhites- Surviving the Applewhites is the story of thirteen-year-old Jake 
Semple who after accidentally burning down his school, has been forced to live with an 
eccentric artist family to avoid being sent to a juvenile detention center. Recommended by Miss 
Brescia  
 
The Birchbark House- The book is the first in a five-book series. It takes place in 1847 on 
Madeline Island, or Moningwanaykaning, meaning “Island of the Golden-Breasted 



Woodpecker,” located on Lake Superior. The book follows the story of Omakayas, a young 
Anishinabe (Indigenous Ojibwa) girl and her family over the course of one year. Recommended 
by Miss Brescia  
 


