
6th Grade Summer Reading Books 
 
FICTION 
Blended by Sharon M. Draper 
Eleven-year-old Isabella’s blended family is more divided than ever in this thoughtful 
story about divorce and racial identity from the award-winning and New York Times 
bestselling author of Out of My Mind, Sharon M. Draper. 
 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
As their winning season unfolds, things begin to change. When Jordan meets a girl, the 
twins’ bond unravels.Told in dynamic verse, this fast and furious middle grade novel that 
started it all absolutely bounces with rhythm and bursts with heart.  
 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past 
is slowing him down in this first electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta 
Scott King/John Steptoe Award–winning author Jason Reynolds. 
 
A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She, her 
mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her 
father and middle brother, who had gone west in search of work, cannot return home. 
Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, yet she can't help herself. She sees the 
East German soldiers with their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her 
neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city. 
 
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
An extraordinarily powerful tribute to friendship, this Newbery Award-winning novel 
recounts the unlikely friendship of a country boy, Jess, and his neighbor, an uprooted 
city girl named Leslie. When Leslie is killed during a storm while trying to reach 
Terabithia, their secret hiding place, Jess must gather all his strength to come to terms 
with his loss and find a way to heal. 
 
The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
Even to Melanie, who knew that you could never predict what a new kid would be like, 
April Hall was something of a surprise. One look at her stringy upswept hair, false 
eyelashes, and ragged fox-fur collar, convinced Melanie that April was not going to be 
easy to integrate into the sixth grade at Wilson School. Within a month, April and 
Melanie had developed a common interest in ancient Egypt and had begun to develop a 
land of Egypt in an abandoned storage yard. Complications arose when other people 
joined the original Egyptians, when a murderer ranged the neighborhood, and when an 
oracle predicted strange things. But it was all in the game, which gave even April a fall 
and winter to remember. 
 
Out of my Mind by Sharon M. Draper 



Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She can’t walk. She can’t talk. She can’t 
write. All because she has cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; 
she can remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She’s the 
smartest kid in her whole school, but NO ONE knows it. Most people—her teachers, her 
doctors, her classmates—dismiss her as mentally challenged because she can’t tell 
them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by her disability. And she’s 
determined to let everyone know it…somehow. 
 
Because of Winn Dixie by Katie DiCamillo 
One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket 
for some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. 
It’s because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. And it’s because of Winn-
Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father about her mother, who left when Opal was 
three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about everything that happens that summer is 
because of Winn-Dixie. 
 
Wonder by RJ Palacio 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him 
from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants 
nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get 
past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and 
included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of 
view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. 
These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, 
compassion, and acceptance. 
 
Finding Audrey by Sophie Kinsella 
Fourteen-year-old Audrey struggles with severe anxiety stemming from unspecified 
school bullying. She is under a doctor's care and making slow but steady progress, but 
things significantly change when Audrey meets her brother's online gaming friend, 
Linus. Despite her social anxiety, Audrey finds it easy to talk to Linus, and their 
friendship eventually turns into a sweet romance. 
 
A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket 
the story of the three Baudelaire orphans, Violet, Claus and Sunny. The books are 
narrated by Lemony Snicket, a mysterious man who follows the story through clues 
passed on through a secret organization known only as the V.F.D. 
 
MATH  
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her 
mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the 
arrival of a most disturbing stranger. 
A Wrinkle in Time, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles 
Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high 



school). They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged 
in secret work for the government on the tesseract problem. 
Ruby Redfort Feel the Fear by Lauren Child 
Lauren Child wrote this math book for middle school students. It is about Ruby Redfort, 
who is a 13-year-old genius and a modern super hero, able to crack codes and take 
dangerous risks to catch the bad guy. Poor Ruby believes that she cannot fail, but her 
recklessness causes her to miss important warning signs of impending trouble. 
 
GRAPHIC NOVEL 
El Deafo by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making 
new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires 
superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell 
chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the 
Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid. 
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she shouldn’t—but 
also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true 
friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to 
harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, Listener for All.” And more 
importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for. 
 
Smile by Raina Telgemeier 
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips 
and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth, and what follows is a long and frustrating 
journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a 
retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's still more to deal with: a 
major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly. This 
coming-of-age true story is sure to resonate with anyone who has ever been in middle 
school, and especially those who have ever had a bit of their own dental drama. 
 
Middle School: Big Fat Liar (Middle School series Book 3) by James Patterson 
Georgia Khatchadorian-the sister of Rafe, the star of the first two Middle School books-
plans to excel at Hills Village Middle School in all the places her troublemaking brother 
failed. She's even bet him that she'll quickly become one of the most popular girls in 
school, but no one will give her a chance! Even worse, Rafe has sneakily set her up to 
embarrass herself in front of the snooty "Princesses" who run the school and the boy 
who's caught her eye. Will she be able to overcome her fears and win her bet with 
Rafe? Find out THE TRUTH about Rafe Khatchadorian's sister in the first Middle School 
story from the point of view of the hilarious Georgia-a girl who's ready to speak her 
mind! 
 
HISTORICAL FICTION 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan  
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico, and that 
she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy 



forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. 
 
The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip M. Hoose 
During WWII, Denmark didn't resist Nazi occupation, and this deeply shamed 15-year-
old Knud Pedersen, who along with his brother and some classmates started a small, 
secret club of political resistors in 1941. Full of brave but naïve teenage boys desperate 
to undermine the Nazi regime, the Churchill Club committed 25 acts of sabotage  
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 
Today I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird turd and 
surrounded by water. I'm not the only kid who lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, 
except she doesn't count. And there are twenty-three other kids who live on the island 
because their dads work as guards or cook's or doctors or electricians for the prison, 
like my dad does. Plus, there are a ton of murderers, rapists, hit men, con men, stickup 
men, embezzlers, connivers, burglars, kidnappers and maybe even an innocent man or 
two, though I doubt it. The convicts we have are the kind other prisons don't want. I 
never knew prisons could be picky, but I guess they can. You get to Alcatraz by being 
the worst of the worst. Unless you're me. I came here because my mother said I had to. 
 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry  
As the German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, 
Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, and 
conceals her as part of the family. Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we 
watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire Jewish population of 
Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to Sweden. The heroism of an 
entire nation reminds us that there was pride and human decency in the world even 
during a time of terror and war 
 
Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
From the critically acclaimed author of Anything But Typical comes a “tense…and 
thought-provoking” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) look at the days leading up to the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001, and how that day impacted the lives of four middle 
schoolers. 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
When Death has a story to tell, you listen. 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been 
busier, and will become busier still. 
Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager 
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–
books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and 
shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the 
Jewish man hidden in her basement.  
 
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson  



During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her 
widowed mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making 
plans to turn the family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the 
fever breaks out. Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in its path and 
turning Mattie's world upside down. At her feverish mother's insistence, Mattie flees the 
city with her grandfather. But she soon discovers that the sickness is everywhere, and 
Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city turned frantic with disease.  
 
NONFICTION 
 
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives 
of the conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced 
thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase 
through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the 
forests of Virginia. 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueine Woodson 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in 
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness 
of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible 
and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 
place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice 
through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her 
love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted 
writer she was to become. 
 
Bomb: The Race to Build - and Steal - the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by 
Steve Sheinkin 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: 
When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple 
discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the 
United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a 
commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water 
manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away 
at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the 
deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is the story of 
the atomic bomb.  

 
 


