
7th Grade Summer Reading Books 
 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz 
band, has a crush on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-
year-old brother, Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is 
turned upside down. He is forced to deal with his brother's illness and his parents' 
attempts to keep the family in one piece. Salted with humor and peppered with 
devastating realities, DRUMS, GIRLS, AND DANGEROUS PIE is a heartwarming 
journey through a year in the life of a family in crisis. 
 
Adrift by Paul Griffin 
Adrift is an intense psychological thriller about a group of five teens adrift in the 
Atlantic Ocean for fifteen days. Griffin's portrayal of their attempts to survive is 
both gritty and realistic and doesn't have a happily-ever-after ending. 
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (Young Adult Fiction) 
Hatchet tells the story of 13-year-old Brian Robeson and his successful attempt to 
survive alone in the wilderness. When the novel begins, Brian's parents have recently 
divorced, an event that Brianfinds painful. Brian boards a small plane to fly to meet his 
father in Canada, where his father is working. 
 
The Giver by Lois Lowry (Dystopian Novel) 
The Giver is a story of a brilliant boy named Jonas who happens to live in a society that 
is being controlled by the rules and tradition of The Elders. Through his wisdom and 
mannerism, Jonas is selected as the Receiver of Memory, a post that distinguishes him 
from others and gives him authority. 
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan (Historical Drama) 
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico, and that 
she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy 
forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. 
 
The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John H. Ritter 
When Tom Gallagher makes an unnecessary statement, a series of events takes place 
that results in a major baseball game that will determine the fate of Dillontown, and now 
Tom must find a way to get the best coaches on his side in order to win the game and 
redeem himself. 
 



 
Maze Runner Series by James Dashner 
The Maze Runner is the first book in the series.  
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s 
surrounded by strangers, boys whose memories are also gone.  Nice to meet ya, shank. 
Welcome to the Glade. 
 
The Heroes of Olympus by Rick Riordan 

The Lightning Thief is the first book in the series.  
Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is on the most dangerous quest of his life. With the help 
of a satyr and a daughter of Athena, Percy must journey across the United States to 
catch a thief who has stolen the original weapon of mass destruction — Zeus’ master 
bolt. Along the way, he must face a host of mythological enemies determined to stop 
him. Most of all, he must come to terms with a father he has never known, and an 
Oracle that has warned him of betrayal by a friend.  
 
Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone is the first book in the series.   
Harry Potter did not know he was a wizard until his letter to Hogwart’s showed up.  
Harry Potter, a young wizard who discovers his magical heritage on his eleventh 
birthday, when he receives a letter of acceptance to Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry. Harry makes close friends and a few enemies during his first year at the 
school, and with the help of his friends, Harry faces an attempted comeback by the dark 
wizard Lord Voldemort, who killed Harry's parents, but failed to kill Harry when he was 
just 15 months old. 
 
Awkward by Svetline Chmakova 
Awkward is a children's graphic novel written by Svetlana Chmakova. The book tells the 
story of Penelope "Peppi" Torres, a new student at Berrybrook Middle School, whose 
first encounter with a boy from the science club leads to several awkward encounters 
that Peppi must learn to overcome for the good of her art club, the school, and herself. 
 
Knucklehead: Tall Tales & Mostly True Stories by Jon Scieszka 
How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six brothers was a 
good start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in Catholic school, lots of comic 
books, lazy summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, 
jokes told at family dinner, and the result is Knucklehead. Part memoir, part scrapbook, 
this hilarious trip down memory lane provides a unique glimpse into the formation of a 
creative mind and a free spirit. 
 



Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book 1: The Sword of Summer ( Series, 
Book 1)  

The novel is narrated in the first-person view by Magnus Chase, 16-year-old demigod 
and homeless orphan. After his death and arrival in Norse afterlife as an einherji, 
Magnus discovers that he is the son of the Norse deity, Frey, and must stop Fenris Wolf 
from escaping his prison and ending the world. Since its release, the novel has been 
translated into 9 languages. 
 
Flour Babies: Anne Fine 
Flour babies are the six-pound sacks of flour that the boys in Room 8--the classroom for 
underachievers and behavioral problems at the St. Boniface School --have been told to 
treat as real babies for three weeks, for the purposes of scientific inquiry.  
 
How I Learned Geography: Uri Shulevitz 
Having fled from war a boy and his family are living in poverty in a strange country. 
Food is scarce, so when the boy's father brings home a map instead of bread for 
supper, at first the boy is furious. But when the map is hung on the wall, it floods their 
room with color. As the boy studies its every detail, he is transported to exotic places 
without ever leaving the room.  

The Wednesday Wars: Gary Schmidt 

A story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and adventures over the course of the 1967–68 
school year in Long Island, New York. Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at 
Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. 
Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like 
Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William 
Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like 
Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: the 
success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he 
has so much to contend with? As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds 
Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to 
embrace his destiny, in spite of himself. 

Hidden Figures: Young Reader’s Edition 
Margot Lee Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of 
dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide 
rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and 
astronauts, into space. 

https://www.harpercollins.com/author/123196/margot-lee-shetterly


This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden, who lived through the Civil Rights era, the Space Race, 
the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose work forever changed 
the face of NASA and the country. 
 

Sid Fleischman 

In this fresh, witty biography of the most famous bamboozler since Merlin, Sid 
Fleischman, a former professional magician, enriches his warm homage with insider 
information and unmaskings. Did Houdini really pick the jailhouse lock to let a fellow 
circus performer escape? Were his secrets really buried with him? Was he a bum 
magician, as some rivals claimed? How did he manage to be born in two cities, in two 
countries, on two continents at the same instant? 
 
Lunch Money by Andrew Clements  From the writer of Frindle and other amazing 
middle school fiction books, Lunch Money is a story of a boy named Greg who loves 
money.  After noticing that his classmates have extra cash at lunchtime for snacks, he 
spends his summer developing a comic book he can sell at lunchtime. 224 pgs 

 
The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill   
In this realistic fiction story, sixth-grader Rufus Mayflower is outraged by the price of 
toothpaste and sets out to see if he can make it cheaper.  Along with his good friend 
Kate MacKinstrey, they develop a production plan and begin producing and selling 
gallons of more affordable toothpaste.  They even have a factory. 140 pgs 
 
Slave Dancer by Paula Fox 
Jessie Bollier often played his fife to earn a few pennies down by the New Orleans 
docks. One afternoon a sailor asked him to pipe a tune, and that evening Jessie was 
kidnapped and dumped aboard "The Moonlight," a slave ship, where a hateful duty 
awaited him. 
 
Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 
Brady loves life on the Chesapeake Bay with his friends J.T. and Digger. But developers 
and rich families are moving into the area, and while Brady befriends some of them, like 
the DiAngelos, his parents and friends are bitter about the changes. Tragedy strikes 
when the DiAngelos’ kayak overturns in the bay, and Brady wonders if it was more than 
an accident. Soon, Brady discovers the terrible truth behind the kayak’s sinking, and it 
will change the lives of those he loves forever. Priscilla Cummings deftly weaves a 
suspenseful tale of three teenagers caught in a wicked web of deception. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7536.Sid_Fleischman
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