
8th Grade Summer Reading Books 
 

Nonfiction Texts: 
1. Physics Of the Impossible by Michio Kaku : Teleportation, time machines, force fields, 

and interstellar space ships—the stuff of science fiction or potentially attainable future 
technologies?  

2. Physics of the Future by  Michio Kaku :  Space elevators. Internet-enabled contact 
lenses. Cars that fly by floating on magnetic fields. This is the stuff of science fiction—it’s 
also daily life in the year 2100. 

3. Stuff Matters by Mark Miodownik :  Stuff Matters is about hidden wonders, the 
astonishing properties of materials we think boring, banal and unworthy of attention 

4. How to Turn $100 into a $1,000,000 : Earn! Save! Invest by James McKenna & 
Jeannine Glista :  Teaches a child how to set goals, budget, earn money through 
working and entrepreneurship, and how to invest 

5. Chasing American Monsters: Over 250 Creatures, Cryptids & Hairy Beasts by Jason 
Offutt : These beasts and hundreds more will hold you spellbound, unable to look away 
from their frightful features and their extraordinary stories. Come face to face with 
modern-day dinosaurs, extraterrestrials, dragons, lizard men, giants, and flying 
humanoids. This illustrated collection includes more than 250 monsters and cryptids that 
will make your hair stand on end when you hear something go bump in the night. 

 
Horror: 

1. World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War by Max Brooks :   The Zombie War 
came unthinkably close to eradicating humanity. Driven by the urgency of preserving the 
acid-etched first-hand experiences of the survivors from those apocalyptic years, 
traveled across the United States of America and throughout the world, from decimated 
cities that once teemed with upwards of thirty million souls to the most remote and 
inhospitable areas of the planet. 

 
Graphic Novels: 

1. Hulk: World War Hulk by Greg Pak :  Hulk found peace on the planet Sakaar. But when 
the warp core of the ship that brought him there exploded, killing his family, Hulk vowed 
to destroy his betrayers - the heroes of Earth! 

2. Ghosts by Raina Telgemeir : Having moved to Northern California for the sake of her 
little sister, Cat is even less happy when she is told that her new home is haunted, and 
Maya sets her heart on meeting a ghost. 

3. Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova (1st book in Series) :   Peppi is a young girl who 
doesn't fit anywhere except her art club. Her first day of school she embarrasses herself 
and ends up hurting the feelings of the nerdiest kid in school. This boy, Jamie, ends up 
joining the art club's arch-rival the science club. As the club's duke it out in the halls, 
Peppi and Jamie duke it out on the emotional level, both learning to come out of their 
shells and save their beloved clubs from cancellation. 

 



Fiction: 
1. The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden & Garth Williams : Tucker is a streetwise 

city mouse. He's never met a cricket before, which really isn't surprising, because, along 
with his friend Harry Cat, Tucker lives in the very heart of New York City―the Times 
Square subway station. Now, like any tourist in the city, he wants to look around. 

2. An Abundance of Katherines by John Green : Very funny! Colin Singleton has been 
dumped 19 times, all by different girls named Katherine. As Colin sets out on a road trip 
with his overweight, Judge Judy-loving best friend, he is determined to reinvent himself 
and avenge all the dumpees like himself without any help from a Katherine. 

3.  The Rules of Survival By Nancy Werlin : A 17-year-old boy, Matthew, who tries to free 
himself and his sisters from their emotionally and physically abusive mother. 

4. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli : Stargirl, who up till now has been homeschooled, starts school 
at Mica High as a tenth grader, where Leo is starting his eleventh grade year. Stargirl's 
entrance to school is a Big Deal for all the students in this small Arizona town. She 
immediately starts a stir with her wacky outfits and even more wacky behavior. She does 
all sorts of stuff that students at Mica High just don't get. Most importantly, she's friendly 
all the time, even though no one seems friendly back. 

 
 
Science Fiction: 

1. Aftermath - Star Wars by Chuck Wendig : Reveals what happened after the events of 
1983’s Return of the Jedi. It turns out, there’s more than just the Empire for the good 
guys to worry about. 

2. Thrawn - Star Wars by Timothy Zahn : But Thrawn’s origins and the story of his rise in 
the Imperial ranks have remained mysterious. 

3. Star Wars Ahsoka by E. K. Johnston :  Following her experiences with the Jedi and the 
devastation of Order 66, Ahsoka is unsure she can be part of a larger whole ever again. 

 
Realistic Fiction: 

1. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas :  After Starr and her childhood friend Khalil, both 
black, leave a party together, they are pulled over by a white police officer, who kills 
Khalil. The sole witness to the homicide, Starr must testify before a grand jury that will 
decide whether to indict the cop, and she's terrified, especially as emotions run high.  

2. The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill :  Sixth-grader Rufus Mayflower is outraged 
by the price of toothpaste and sets out to see if he can make it cheaper.  Along with his 
good friend Kate MacKinstrey, they develop a production plan and begin producing and 
selling gallons of more affordable toothpaste.  They even have a factory. 

 
 
 
 
Historical Fiction: 



1. The War Below by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch : The Nazis took Luka from his home in 
Ukraine and forced him into a labor camp. Now, Luka has smuggled himself out -- even 
though he left behind his dearest friend, Lida. Someday, he vows, he'll find her again. 

2. Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban:   A girl whose family is relocated to a Japanese 
internment camp during World War II―and the dog she has to leave behind. 

3. Day of the Pelican by Katherine Patterson :   Muslim family becomes refugees during the 
War in Kosovo in the 1990s.  End up in America after 9/11. 

4. Refugee by Alan Gratz : Josef (a Jewish boy in 1939), Isabel (a Cuban in 1994), and 
Mahmoud (a Syrian in 2015) flee their homes seeking safety. Readers will come to care 
deeply for each protagonist, recognizing the similarities in each of these different political 
periods and the universal face of courage. 

 
 
Thriller/Mystery: 

1. The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill : An epic fantasy about a young girl 
raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who must unlock the 
powerful magic buried deep inside. 

2. Disappeared by Franisco Stork :  In Juarez, Mexico, young girls are disappearing. Sara 
is a journalist for a newspaper writing the stories of these young women, while 
constantly searching for her friend who disappeared four months ago. But as Sara 
closes in on the crime ring, others are closing in on Sara and her family 

3. One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus :  Five students enter detention, but only four 
come out. One is dead, and one is lying...but who? 

4. Trash by Andy Mulligan : One unlucky-lucky day, Raphael finds something very special 
and very mysterious. So mysterious that he decides to keep it, even when the city police 
offer a handsome reward for its return. That decision brings with it terrifying 
consequences, and soon the dumpsite boys must use all of their cunning and courage to 
stay ahead of their pursuers. It’s up to Raphael, Gardo, and Rat—boys who have no 
education, no parents, no homes, and no money—to solve the mystery and right a 
terrible wrong. 


