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Notice of Special Education Services 

The public school districts of Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, and the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit ("the Lehigh 
County school entities"), provide special education and related service to resident children with disabilities who 
are ages three through twenty-one. The purpose of this notice is to describe (1) the types of disabilities that might 
qualify the child for such programs and services, (2) the special education programs and related services that are available, 
(3) the process by which each of the Lehigh County School entities screens and evaluates such students to determine 

eligibility, and (4) the special rights that pertain to such children and their parents or legal guardians. 

What types of disability might qualify a child for special education and related services? 

Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, commonly referred to as the "IDEA," children qualify for special 
education and related services if they have one or more of the following disabilities and, as a result, demonstrate a need for 
special education and related services: (1) mental retardation, (2) hearing impairments, including deafness, (3) 
speech or language impairments, (4) visual impairments, including blindness, (5) serious emotional disturbance, (6) 
orthopedic impairments, (7) autism, including pervasive developmental disorders; (8) traumatic brain injury, (9) 
other health impairment, ( 11) specific learning disabilities, ( 11) multiple disabilities, or ( 12) for preschool age 
children, developmental delays. If a child has more than one of the above-mentioned disabilities, the child could qualify 
for special education and related services as having multiple disabilities. Children ages three through nine years old may 
also be eligible if they have developmental delays and, as a result, need special education and related services.

The legal definitions of these disabilities, which the public schools are required to apply under the IDEA, may differ 
from those used in medical or clinical practice. Moreover, the IDEA definitions could apply to children with 
disabilities that have very different medical or clinical disorders. A child with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, for 
example, could qualify for special education and related services as a child with "other health impairments," 

"serious emotional disturbance," or "specific learning disabilities" if the child meets the eligibility criteria under one 

or more of these disability categories and if the child needs special education and related services as a result. 

Signs of developmental delays or risk factors that might indicate a disability could include, but are not limited to, poor 
prenatal care, birth trauma, febrile or other seizure activity, severe reaction to early medication or inoculation requiring 
extended medical care, or severe trauma to the head, followed by failure to attain developmental milestones for 
communication, motor development, socialization, emotional development, self-help skills, or cognition; unexplained 
failure to attain developmental milestones in these areas; failure to use toys and other objects in a 
developmentally appropriate manner; persistent inability to sustain attention at levels sufficient to complete 
age-appropriate tasks; easy frustration with developmentally-appropriate tasks or activities; difficulty with coloring, 
letter formation, or drawing lines and shapes within age-appropriate parameters; difficulty building or sustaining 
age-appropriate relationships or conversations; persistent difficulty tolerating the presence of or interactions with peers or 
adults; persistent and severe disciplinary actions in preschool or school settings; failure to develop age or grade-level 
appropriate reading, writing, mathematical, listening, or speaking skills after exposure to sound instruction in these areas 
by qualified teachers; and failure to 
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pass routine v1s1on or hearing screenings. Other information regarding potential signs of developmental 
delays and other risk factors that could indicate disabilities can be found in student handbooks available through your 
school district of residence or the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit at the addresses indicated below our on the 
Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit Website: http://www.cliu.org. 

Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, some school age children 
with disabilities who do not meet the eligibility criteria under the IDEA might nevertheless be eligible for special 
protections and for adaptations and accommodations in instruction, facilities, and activities. Children are entitled to such 
protections, adaptations, and accommodations if they have a mental or physical disability that substantially limits or 

prohibits participation in or access to an aspect of the school program, whether academic or non-academic in nature. 

What programs and services are available for children with disabilities? 

Each of the Lehigh County school entities must ensure that children with disabilities are educated to the maximum 
extent appropriate in settings with their non-disabled peers, commonly referred to as the least restrictive environment. 
Programs and services available to students with disabilities, in descending order of preference, are (1) regular class 
placement with supplementary aides and services provided as needed in that environment, (2) regular class placement for 
most of the school day with itinerant service by a special education teacher either in or out of the regular classroom for 20 
percent or less of the school day, (3) regular class placement for some of the school day with supplemental instruction 
provided by a special education teacher for more than 20 percent, but less than 80 percent of the school day, (4) 
instruction provided by a special education teacher for more than 80 percent of the school day, and (5) special education 
services, with or without regular classroom placement, either in an alternative public school setting or in a private 
school, treatment facility, hospital, detention center or prison, on a day or residential basis. 

Depending on the nature and severity of the disability, a Lehigh County School entity can provide special education 
programs and services in (1) the public school the child would attend if not disabled, (2) an alternative regular public school 
either in or outside the school district of residence, (3) a special education center operated by a public school entity, (4) 
an approved private school or other private facility licensed to serve children with disabilities, (5) a residential school, (6) 

an approved out-of-state program, or (7) the home.

Special education services are provided according to the primary educational needs of the child, not the category of 
disability. The types of service available are (1) learning support, for students who primarily need assistance with 
the acquisition of academic skills, (2) life skills support, for students who primarily need assistance with 
development of skills for independent living, (3) emotional support, for students who primarily need assistance with 
social or emotional development, (4) deaf or hearing impaired support, for students who primarily need assistance 
with compensatory skills to address deafness, (5) blind or visually impaired support, for students who primarily need 
assistance with compensatory skills to address blindness, ( 6) physical support, for students who primarily require 
physical assistance in the learning environment, (7) autistic support, for students who primarily need assistance in the 
areas affected by autism spectrum disorders, and (8) multiple disabilities support, for student who primarily need 
assistance in multiple areas affected by their disabilities. 
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Related services are designed to enable the child to participate in or access his or her program of special education. 
Examples of related services are speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, nursing 
services, audiologist services, counseling, and family training. 

Children of preschool age are served by the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit in a variety of home and school-based 
settings that take into account the chronological and developmental age and primary needs of the child. As with 
school age programs, preschool programs must ensure that to the maximum extent appropriate, children with 
disabilities are educated with non-disabled peers. 

Each Lehigh County School entity, in conjunction with the parents of each identified child, determines the type and 
intensity of special education and related services that a particular child needs based exclusively on the unique 
program of special education and related services that the school develops for that child. The child's program is 
described in writing in an individualized education program, commonly referred to as an "IEP," which is developed by an 
IEP team consisting of educators, parents, and other persons with special expertise or familiarity the child. The parents of 
the child have the right to be notified of and to participate in all meetings of their child's IEP team. The IEP is revised as 
often as circumstances warrant but at least annually. The law requires that the program and placement of the child, as 
described in the IEP, be reasonably calculated to ensure meaningful educational progress to the student at all times. 
IEPs contain, at a minimum, the projected start date and duration for the IEP, a statement of the child's present levels of 
educational and functional performance, an enumeration of annual goals, a description of how the child's progress 

toward meeting the annual goals will be measured and reported, a statement of the special education, program 

modifications, and related services to be provided, an explanation of the extent, if any, to which the child will not 
participate with non-disabled children, the anticipated frequency and location of the services and a statement of any 
accommodations necessary to measure academic achievement and functional performance of the child on state and district 
wide assessments. For children aged sixteen and older, the IEP must also include a transition plan to assist in the attainment 
of measurable post-secondary objectives. The public school must invite the child to the IEP team meeting if a purpose of 
the meeting will be the consideration of the post-secondary goals and transition services needed for the child. 

All Lehigh County School entities are required to allow parents of children with disabilities reasonable access to their 

child's classrooms, subject to the provisions of each entity's school visitation policy or guidelines. 

How do the public schools screen and evaluate children to determine 

eligibility for special education and related services? 

Multidisciplinary team evaluation 

Lehigh County School entities must conduct a multidisciplinary team evaluation of every child who is thought to have a 
disability. The multidisciplinary team is a group of professionals who are trained in and experienced with the testing, 
assessment, and observation of children to determine whether they have disabilities and, if so, to identify their primary 
educational strengths and needs. Parents are also members of the multidisciplinary team. Lehigh County School 
entities must reevaluate school-age 




























